
Successful Learner Traits

The Successful Learner Traits are an important aspect of building resilience and confidence within  our 
students. The Traits are aligned with the Core Competencies which are apart of the new BC redesigned 
curriculum. Through the SLT’s we foster capacities within students and build inner strengths that can be 
applied to ALL learning, both in and out of school. For most formal assessments of learning, students are 
asked to identify then reflect on 2-3 of the traits that they have used for a given learning experience.

Direct Support

“Step-by-step support 
from an adult helps to 
build my understanding 
and confidence.”
An adult provides step-
by-step assistance. 

At home: support, 
positive input, and 
encouragement builds 
confidence and 
understanding. 

  Guided Support 

“I can do some of this,  but 
a little help from an adult 
boosts my confidence.”
An adult checks in to see 
how the student is 
progressing and 
provides help as needed.
 
At home, encourage your 
child to try things on their 
own first, then assist as 
needed.

Independently

“The quality of my work 
shows that I can do this all 
on my own! 
The student may be able 
to help other students 
because of their level of 
mastery. 

At home, encourage your 
child to ‘show what they 
know and nudge them on 
to the next level.  

Taking it Beyond!

“My work shows that I 
have an understanding 
beyond our criteria. I am 
ready to go further! 
The student can apply 
their learning in new 
situations and teach 
others. 

At home, encourage your 
child to  connect and apply 
what they know in new 
contexts.

Understanding the Learning Descriptors 

We describe learning in relation to a level of independence. For example, if a student is learning 
something for the first time, or is given a challenging task, she/he may need direct support. With time, 
support and practice, our goal is for students to become independent with grade level learning outcomes. 
This means they are able to meet grade level expectations on their own. Below are the descriptors we 
use with our students to help them understand their learning. We also use these descriptors to 
communicate progress to parents. 

Dear Parents, 

Welcome to your child’s Portfolio of Learning! In our district, we are moving towards models of 
communicating student learning that are: evidence based, continuous, and that clearly place the child in 
the centre of the process. This is an exciting and positive change as it allows parents to be instep with 
their child’s progress and to provide timely support and celebrations of learning. Additionally, these 
changes are aligned with current classroom practices where students become knowledgeable owners of 
their learning! They understand how their work meets learning criteria and can begin to identify their next 
steps for growth.


